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PROFILE OF THE DISTRICT

Alhambra Elementary School District No. 68 is a Pre-K-8 school district in Phoenix, Arizona with a student enrollment of 14,444 as of June, 2003.  Located in west-central Phoenix and south-east Glendale.  Alhambra neighborhoods are characterized by a mixture of older low to moderate income housing, multi-family apartments and older mobil home parks.

According to an analysis done by the Arizona Republic (Phoenix:  10 of the Worst Addresses.  May 24, 1998) four of the top five apartment slums in Phoenix are in the Alhambra School District area.  These apartments have the worst of the worst living conditions.  A large number of poor Head Start families are forced to live “in slumlike housing in a state with weak laws and powerful landlord lobbies.” (Hermann, Kossan & Konig, 1998).  For “The Best Run City in America” these Third World shanty towns are a disgrace which most people turn a blind eye to.

Once a stable family community, Alhambra District has undergone a major transformation in recent years.  Many neighborhoods have shifted from older, established families to lower-income multi-family households.  This shift in population has created some dramatic changes in the socio-economic levels of families living in the district.  There are several factors contributing to the changing demographics.  Phoenix’s aggressive building cycle, downtown expansion, and the continued freeway construction have caused many inner-city families to be displaced.  The Alhambra District is located in an area with affordable housing and government subsidized properties which have attracted these displaced inner city families, refugees, and immigrants, and contributed to the drastic change in the ethnicity, socioeconomic level, and cultural makeup of the district.

POVERTY

Within the last ten years, the proportion of Alhambra students who qualify by income for the free or reduced lunch program has escalated dramatically.  During the 1990-91 school year 26.8% of the children in the district received free and reduced lunches.  In March 2003, 86.03% of Alhambra School District students qualified for the free or reduced lunch program.  Individual school have even higher statistics.  For example:


Westwood

 96.83% of children qualify for free or reduced lunch


Andelucia Primary  95.55% of children qualify for free or reduced lunch


Montebello

 94.49
% of children qualify for free or reduced lunch

Past statistics have shown that in kindergarten the family poverty level is even higher than the school average, which substantiates that younger, poorer families are moving into the Alhambra School District.  It is estimated that 1808 four-year-olds reside in the district.  Based on past statistics, a minimum of 75% of the preschoolers live at or below the poverty level.  At the present time the City of Phoenix Head Start is funding services for 610 district children of the estimated 1356 four-year-olds who are at or below the poverty level.

AHCCCS

Another indicator of poverty is eligibility for AHCCCS.  In order for a family to be AHCCCS eligible, they must be significantly below the poverty level as defined by the Federal Head Start program.  As of May 1997, 73% of Alhambra Head Start students had qualified for AHCCCS, placing them significantly at-risk.  Past data has shown that 98.7% of the enrolled population in the Alhambra Head Start program require social services.

STUDENT MOBILITY

Low family stability is also a byproduct of changing population demographics.  In 1990-91, the student mobility rate for Alhambra School District was 8.46%.  The 1998-99 rate of student mobility in the district has fallen from 37.23% to 28.6% which was a result of the upturn in the national economy.  For the 28.62% who do move, poor economic conditions, family problems, substance abuse, poor health, crime or delinquency, non-existent or inadequate coping skills, failure to bond with the local community, or dissatisfaction with local schools are still reasons for a high mobility rate.

RACIAL/ETHNIC ORIGIN

The Alhambra School District has become more ethnically diverse and as shown earlier more economically depressed.  

The racial/ethnic breakdown for the district is:

1990-91





2002-03
70.8%
White




 69.00%
Hispanic

19.4%
Hispanic



 16.06%
White

  6.4%
Black




   7.95%
Black

  1.4%
Native American


   4.06%
Native American

  2.1%
Asian




   2.94%
Asian

Sixty one different languages are spoken by the children in the neighborhood schools which represents the cultural diversity of this area.  Fifty-two percent of the children in grades K-8 are non-English speaking or have limited English proficiency.  In preschool the numbers are significantly higher.  In the 2002-03 school year, Alhambra School District has identified 257 refugee and 1905 immigrant families in their school population.

ALHAMBRA HEAD START THREE YEAR PLAN

The top three concerns established through the comprehensive community needs assessment of Fall 2003 in the Alhambra School District Community are:


#1
Affordable medical services


#2
Affordable dental services


#3
Increased English as a Second Language classes for adults

Alhambra Head Start and Alhambra School District have taken on the challenge of meeting the top three priority needs of the community.  

Alhambra School District Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools is working on a collaboration project with the local hospitals to provide medical services to all the uninsured and underinsured Head Start children.  Right now, preschool siblings of elementary school children without medical insurance have access to the free medical clinics in their home school area. 

Alhambra Head Start was fortunate enough to have secured a program improvement grant.  The grant allowed us to purchase portable buildings of which one has been designed to house a dental clinic.  Alhambra Head Start, Alhambra School District and Restorative Justice Resources Coalition are working to secure free dental services for all uninsured children in the Alhambra School District. 

Although ESL classes were expanded, the community needs assessment indicated additional adult ESL classes as a continued top priority.  The Alhambra School District is now offering 11 classes around the school district.  The classes are offered throughout the day and evening to accommodate the community.  Alhambra School District will apply for all grant funding available to expand the ESL program. 
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