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6. Preservation of the Environment 
 
Introduction: The natural environment is a key feature of Fountain Hills, including the 
abundant natural desert vegetation and wildlife, the open spaces in canyons and washes that are 
preserved, the majestic views of the McDowell and Superstition mountains, and the dark skies 
that show off the moon, planets and stars of the Milky Way. 
 
Current Situation: The Town actively protects the natural environment, by: 
• Prohibiting development in washes (Wash Ordinance, Art. 9-3); 
• Prohibiting development in steep canyons (Hillside Protection Ordinance); 
• Preventing disturbances of natural areas during nearby construction (Subdivision Ordinance, 

Sec. 15-504, Land Disturbance/Hillside Protection); 
• Preserving dark skies by regulating commercial lighting (Art. 7-7); 
• Preserving mountain views by limiting building heights; 
• Regulating the preservation of open spaces; 
• Regulating development and use of the McDowell Mountain Preserve; 
• Purchasing open space. 
 
As a result, Fountain Hills residents share the ecosystem with rabbits, coyotes, javelina, diverse 
varieties of reptiles, birds, wildflowers, cacti and other desert fauna and flora. The McDowell 
Mountains are majestic from nearly any hilltop, and the absence of street lights makes the Milky 
Way visible from horizon to horizon on clear nights. 
 
Some citizens have criticized Town environmental regulations as being too stringent: 
• Prohibitions against development in washes prevents creation of eco-friendly hiking trails. 
• Preserving non-disturbance areas means that accumulated brush may fuel wildfires. 
• Hillside protection forces developers to build on ridge-tops, rather than to tuck buildings less-

obtrusively into the hillsides. 
 
The Town is not directly involved in water quality issues, as the water system is privately-
owned, and the wastewater system is owned by an independent Sanitation District. The Town 
does work with the Sanitation District to use effluent to water landscaping in parks. 
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Scenario A: Enhance dedication to stewardship of the  
natural environment 

While the Town actively supports environmental preservation, Scenario A would have the Town 
take a more active role to protect the natural environment, open spaces, view corridors and dark 
skies. Key additional actions that the Town might take include: 
 

Activity 
Lead 

Responsibility Support
Estimated 

Costs 

Cost per 
Household 
per Year 

Policies:     
Establish view corridors 
with development restrict-
tions to protect mountain 
views from key public 
observation points. 

Town Council Planning 
& Zoning 

For study to support 
ordinance change: 
$100,000. 

$10 

Project     
Educate the public on 
ways to meet security and 
decorative goals without 
causing light pollution. 

Code Division MCSO $20,000 for printed 
material on residential 
dark skies compliance 

$2 

Programs:     
Increase frequency of 
wash maintenance to 
remove trash and debris, 
preserve their natural state 
and ensure proper 
drainage. 

Public Works Streets 
Dept. 

Additional $160,000 
/yr. to double wash 
clean-up frequency:  

$16 

Improve street sweeping 
program to pick up 
smaller particulates and 
reduce dust. 

Streets Dept.  Purchase replacement 
sweepers: $50,000 /yr. 

$5 

Begin pro-active moni-
toring and maintenance of 
McDowell Mountain 
Preserve trails, rather than 
reacting to problems with 
volunteers. 

Parks & 
Recreation 

Public 
Works 
MCSO 

A Ranger and in-
creased maintenance: 
$150,000 /yr., inclu-
ding personnel costs, 
operating expenses 
and support services. 

$15 

Start pro-active code 
enforcement so that 
Fountain Hills is as 
environmentally attractive 
and well maintained in 
2025 as it is in 2005  

Code Division Planning 
& Zoning 

$200,000 /yr., 
including personnel 
costs, operating 
expenses and support 
services. 

$20 
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Scenario B: Implement new environmental quality initiatives 
While the Town actively supports environmental preservation, it does not take action in some 
areas, notably air quality or water quality. If the Town were to take a more pro-active role in 
these areas, actions might include: 
 

Activity 
Lead 

Responsibility Support 
Estimated 

Costs 

Cost per 
Household
per Year 

Policies:     
Develop energy and water 
policies, such as: (a) require 
hot water circulation pumps to 
save water, (b) require rock 
and natural plants landscaping 
instead of grass. 

Town Council Planning & 
Zoning 
Code 
Division 

$100,000 to 
study effec-
tiveness of 
strategies 

$10 

Programs:     
Participate with other 
metropolitan area 
governments in initiatives to 
reduce air pollution, 
particularly on ozone alert 
days, such as reduce mowing 
in parks, public education to 
reduce barbeque smoke, 
encourage and facilitate 
carpooling, and other related 
activities. 

Public works Code 
Enforcement 

$20,000 to 
print & 
distribute 
public 
information 

$2 

Examine storm water runoff 
patterns, and create 
sedimentation ponds where 
advisable, to improve the 
quality of water that washes 
off the streets into arroyos. 

PW Director Code 
Enforcement 

$100,000 for 
engineering 
study 

$10 

 
 


